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as among the Norsemen, of a very solid and fleshly kind.1
Accordingly, to prevent your murdered foe from walking after
you in the night, you mutilated him, cutting off his hands and
feet and putting them under his armpits, sometimes threaded
on a string.2 He could not do much walking or grasping
after that. It is a practice in the same vein as the quite
recent driving of a stake through the bodies of suicides in
England (to keep them where they were, in their graves),
or the digging up and mangling of the corpse of a suspected
" vampire " by Hungarian peasants, of which Glotz (pp. 63-4)
quotes an instance from Pesth newspapers of 1893. Similar
practices are reported from many parts of the world. Recently
(1935) an Indian so-called Christian in Tinnevelly was fined
for desecrating a grave-yard. He had been living with another
man's wife, and, when his rival died, went surreptitiously
and drove several stakes into his grave. Instances could be
multiplied.
The other trait, if less sensational, is more significant,
since it certainly does show a change of ideas in Greece
after the Homeric age.
Telemachos leaving the Peloponnese sees a stranger
hastening towards his ship. He turns out to be a man-
slayer, cast out by his people, Theoklymenos the sooth-
sayer. He begs for a passage, and without a moment's
hesitation the Ithakans give him one. Later Greeks would
hardly have been so willing, at any rate if Theoklymenos
had been so candid. It would have been feared that the anger
of heaven hung over the murderer and that no good would
come of the voyage of the ship that carried him. One need
only cite Antiphon's speech, actually delivered before an
Athenian jury, On the murder of Herodes, where the young
defendant offers as presumptive evidence of his innocence
the fact that no misadventure had befallen the ship in which
1	Cf., e.g., the story of the ghost " laid " by Euthymos the boxer at Italian
Lokroi, Strabo, vi, 255, Paus. vi, 6, 7-10—a story quite in the great tradition
of Grettir and Glam.
2	Hence the names for the practice, d/c/jwnjpiW^os, and /mcrxaAictyioj,
" arm-pitting ".   Cf. Aisch., Choephoroi, 439 ; Soph., Elektra, 442-6 and S,
Soph., TroiloSf in Suidas, S.V. enacrxaXiaS-q, and also Suidas S. W. a.K

